Section 130-1.1a Signing of papers.

(a) Signature. Every pleading, written motion, and other paper, served on another
party or filed or submitted to the court shall be signed by an attorney, or by a party if the
party is not represented by an attorney, with the name of the attorney or party clearly
printed or typed directly below the signature. Absent good cause shown, the court shall
strike any unsigned paper if the omission of the signature is not corrected promptly after
being called to the attention of the attorney or party.

(b) Certification. By signing a paper, an attorney or party certifies that, to the best
of that person's knowledge, information and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable
under the circumstances, (1) the presentation of the paper or the contentions therein are
not frivolous as defined in section 130-1.1(c) of this Subpart, and (2) where the paper is an
initiating pleading, {i) the matter was not obtained through illegal conduct, or that if it was,
the attorney or other persons responsible for the illegal conduct are not participating in the
matler or sharing in any fee earned therefrom, and (i) the matter was not obtained in
violation of 22 NYCRR 1200.41-a [DR 7-111].



Section 1200.1 Definitions. [FNa1]

(a) Differing interests include every interest that will adversely affect either the judgment
or the loyalty of a lawyer to a client, whether it be a conflicting, inconsistent, diverse, or

other interest.

(b) Law firm includes, but is not limited to, a professional legal corporation, a limited
liability company or partnership engaged in the practice of law, the legal department ofa
corporation or other organization and a qualified legal assistance organization.

(c) Person includes a corporation, an association, a trust, a partnership, and any other
organization or legal entity.

(d) Professional legal corporation means a corporation, or an association treated as a
corporation, authorized by law to practice law for profit.

(e) State includes the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and other Federal territories and
possessions.

(f) Tribunal includes all courts, arbitrators and other adjudicatory bodies.

{g) [Reserved]

(h) Qualified legal assistance organization means an office or organization of one of the
four types listed in section 1200.8(d)(1) through (4), inclusive, that meets all the

requirements thereof.

(i) Fraud does not include conduct, although characterized as fraudulent by statute or
administrative rule, which lacks an element of scienter, deceit, intent to mislead, or knowing
failure to correct misrepresentations which can be reasonably expected to induce

detrimental reliance by another.

(j) Domestic relations matters means representation of a client in a claim, action or
proceeding, or preliminary to the filing of a claim, action or proceeding, in either Supreme
Court or Family Court, or in any court of appellate jurisdiction, for divorce, separation,
annulment, custody, visitation, maintenance, child support, or alimony, or to enforce or
modify a judgment or order in connection with any such claims, actions or proceedings.

(k) “Advertisement” means any public communication made by or on behalf of a lawyer
or law firm about a lawyer or law firm, or about a lawyer's or law firm's services.

() "Solicitation” means any advertisement or other communication directed to or targeted
at a specific recipient or group of recipients, including a prospective client, or a family
member or legal representative of a prospective client, concerning the availability for
professional employment of a lawyer or law firm.



(m) “Computer-accessed communication” means any advertisement or solicitation that
is disseminated through the use of a computer or other electronic device, including, but not
limited to, web sites or pages, search engines, electronic mail, banner advertisements, pop-
up advertisements, chat rooms, list servers, instant messaging, domain names, or other
internet presences, and any attachments or links related thereto.

[FNa1] "Confidence" and "secret" are defined in section 1200.19(a) of this Part. "Sexual
relations" is defined in section 1200.29-a of this Part. "Copy" is defined in section

1200.41(d)(10) of this Part.



Section 1200.5-a [DR 1-105] Disciplinary authority and choice of law.

(a) A lawyer admitted to practice in this State is subject to the disciplinary authority
of this State, regardless of where the lawyer's conduct occurs. A lawyer may be subject to
the disciplinary authority of both this State and another jurisdiction where the lawyer is
admitted for the same conduct. A lawyer not admitted in this jurisdiction is also subject to
the disciplinary authority of this state if the lawyer provides or solicits any legal services in

this state.

(b) In any exercise of the disciplinary authority of this State, the rules of professional
conduct to be applied shall be as follows:

{1) for conduct in connection with a proceeding in a court before which a lawyer has
been admitted to practice (either generally or for purposes of that proceeding), the rules to
be applied shall be the rules of the jurisdiction in which the court sits, unless the rules of

the court provide otherwise; and
(2) for any other conduct:

(i} if the lawyer is licensed to practice only in this State, the rules to be applied shall
be the rules of this State; and

(ii) if the lawyer is licensed to practice in this State and another jurisdiction, the rules
to be applied shall be the rules of the admitting jurisdiction in which the lawyer principally
practices; provided, however, that if particular conduct clearly has its predominant effect
in another jurisdiction in which the lawyer is licensed to practice, the rules of that jurisdiction
shall be applied to that conduct.






